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borrow it from the Genoese (December 1568). The
Minister hoped this would bring on a war. The Queen
audaciously but more correctly anticipated that Philip's
resentment would still stop short of that extremity.
He remonstrated : he threatened : he seized all Eng-
lish ships and sailors in his ports. Elizabeth, undis-
mayed, swept all the Spaniards and Flemings whom
she could find in London into her prisons, and seized
their goods, to a value far greater than that of the
English property in Philip's grasp.

In striking contrast with this unflinching attitude
towards Spain was the behaviour of Elizabeth when
threatened with war by France, unless she undertook
to close her harbours to the Huguenots, and to forbid
h<T own corsairs to prey on French "commerce. The
summons was promptly obeyed. Full satisfaction was
made (April 1569). Yet France was at the moment
a far less formidable antagonist than Spain. The
French government did not possess the means of in-
vading England. On this side of the Channel the old
anti-French feeling was so persistent that all parties
were ready and willing for the fray. The defeat of
the Huguenots at Jarnac (April 1569) may have had
something to do with Elizabeth's compliance. But
what influenced her still moro was her perception that
war with France would compel her to place herself
under the protection of Spain; whereas she desired to
keep Spain at arm's-length, and to maintain a good
understanding with France, as did Eliot, Pym, and
Cromwell afterwards, regardless of the rooted pre-
judices of their countrymen. Elizabeth probably stood
alone in her judgment on this occasion.
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